Communications/PR
The Communications/Public Relations Committee shall be appointed by the President
to notify all members of general and annual meetings. When appropriate, they will
notify publications of GFWC/BJWC meetings and events. By-laws GFWC Billings Junior
Woman’s Club

Public Relations is more than just publicity. The term public relations describes the
interrelationships between GFWC, its members, the general public, and other entities,
including the government. Your club’s communications efforts are the vehicle by
which you achieve your public relations goals.
Chairwoman:
Gayle Carter
Committee Members:
Florence, Linda B, Karen, Robin
Facebook
Karen and Robin post information on Facebook for new events. Please send them pictures and a short
paragraph so your committee’s event can be posted.
Website gfwcbillings.org
Look for coming events, committees, club by-laws, club history, reimbursement form, and more. The third
Wednesday of each month the meeting date and coming events are listed. Scholarship forms are available for
the high school and college students each year.
Newsletter
Newsletter is released quarterly. Events are photographed and news stories written. The newsletter is
electronic and sent to members via email.
Email: gfwcbill@aol.com - All club business is sent out through AOL. If a committee wants a message sent
they AOL site and it is sent to the members.
Printed Materials:
Florence prints business cards for members. It is an important way for GFWC/BJWC out into the community.
Brochures, club directory, flyers and other printed materials like posters for scholarships are designed and
printed by the Communications/PR committee.
A news release about our meeting is sent each month to the Billings Gazette. A rule to get it printed is that
there must be a guest speaker and open to the public. News articles are written and submitted for many
activities such as attending the GFWC of MT State Convention, a committee is involved in a large project, or
a request by another organization such as the Pooh’s Too Insurance Company. Advertisements are paid for
and submitted when a committee has a garage sale or an event. Posters are also designed and printed by
this committee.
Community Awareness: All members
It is very important to network with local, district, state, club members, and community members. Attending
events and talking to the others in attendance can lead to many important connections. Setting up a booth or
entering a float at a community event also gets the club name out to the public. Some examples of this are
the holiday parade, Books for Babies 10,000 book event, and booths at GE Capital and Woman’s Expo.
Center for Children and Family

Holiday Parade
Holiday Parade Why would we plan this event every other year? New and gently used books are collected
for the parade. One year is not enough time to collect the number of books needed to reach the 3,000-8,000
children at the parade. The committee chair and members began collecting and purchasing books in 2015
after the last parade. Over 6,000 books were collected.
Starting in the summer of 2016 the books were sorted by age level and quality. Books that did not meet the
parade criteria were donated to a non-profit tutoring center. Members and guests including husbands,
children, and four young men from a local church worked in September, October, and November to prepare
the books for the parade again checking for quality and adding the bookmark.
At the end of November members decorated the float for the Holiday Parade with posters of different Dr.
Seuss books, trees, and a pickup with the Grinch on top stealing a Christmas tree. The theme for this year’s
parade was “Parade of Trees” and the float had a parade of truffula trees from the Dr. Seuss book, The
Lorax. All of the books were put in bags on the float for the members and guests to distribute.
Members, a City Council member, and a local 4-H club all wearing Dr. Seuss hats and costumes walked with
the float passing out 5,437 books. The parade was on a local TV station and posted it on social media.
What a great way to get our club name into the community!
82 floats were judged by a panel of judges who were placed in several locations along the parade route.
They met after the parade choosing seven winners and then post the winners on social media.
GFWC Billings Junior Woman’s Club was awarded the Best Entry Overall!

