Arts
The GFWC Arts Community Service Program encourages members to promote and
support arts activities in all communities. It is designed to inspire clubwomen. Create
programs and projects that include music, dance, drama, theatre, and other artsrelated areas, both traditional and innovative. The artistic experience can be outward
reaching or for inner satisfaction.

Co-Chairwomen: Karen, Kathy, Marsha H
Members: Erin, Bev, Gayle
Tippet Rise
Our committee decided that our featured project would be our day-trip to Tippet Rise. Fifteen
members and two guests ventured to Tippet Rise for art and music within an immersion of land
and sky. We piled into four vehicles for the drive – about 1 ½ hours – and regrouped when we
arrived. It was a lovely, summer day of travel, the arts, laughter, and bonding. Lots of discussion
after the performance ended. Some members then wandered to “Willow House” by Patrick
Doughtery; others attended a gourmet barbecue before heading back home. Some returned to
Tippet Rise for other events. Much of the information present here is about Tippet Rise and is
quoted from either their web site or their inaugural book.
Tippet Rise Art Center located outside Fishtail, Montana, against the backdrop of the Beartooth
Mountains, roughly midway between Billings and Bozeman and north of Yellowstone Park is a
10,260-acre working sheep and cattle ranch. Tippet Rise hosts classical chamber music and
recitals and exhibits large-scale, outdoor sculptures. Tippet Rise celebrated the concept that art,
music, architecture, and nature are inextricably linked in the human experience each making the
others more powerful. The Art Center features musical performance spaces indoors and out, with
programs that seek to create memorable experiences for performers and audience members alike.
*Paraphrased from Tippet Rise web site. The Art: The sculpture Satellite No 5: Pioneer by Stephen
Talisnik constructed of wood became a piece of landscape thrust in to a lovely blue sky dappled
with clouds. His pieces are “inherently site specific, he draws inspiration from imaginary
architectural model structures, which he materializes into natural sculptures that fold into and
accentuate the contours of the surrounding landscape. At Tippet Rise, Talasnik is planning a
series of nomadic wooden compositions throughout the land that converse with each other,
creating an itinerary and study of art through nature.” *Midsummer Nights and afternoons at Tippet
Rise. 2016 Inaugural Season. Peter and Kathy Halstead. Members experienced the sculpture’s
size by standing next to and sitting under it.
John Luther Adams, a renowned American composer, has been an instructor at several
major institutions including Harvard University. He composed Inuksuit for up to 99 percussionists; it
has been heard around the world. “Mr. Adams writes, ‘These pieces are not complete until you are
present – listening, walking your own route, and, and creating your own mix with the sounds you
encounter.”’ *Midsummer Nights and afternoons at Tippet Rise. 2016 Inaugural Season. Peter and
Kathy Halstead.
The Music: Inside a small depression surrounded by hills Musicians began in a tight circle
creating sounds of nature. Shells, rocks and sticks were a few of the many musical instruments
enhanced with percussions such as tympani and glockenspiel. Slowly the circle expanded outward
surrounding the sculpture and scattering throughout the area to the tops of hills. Quiet and soft
sounds created a calming silence among the entire audience. It crescendo rose into chaos and
eventually the music gentled to a calm and gradually to peace. The spellbound crowd continued
the silence for several minutes, unwilling to allow any sound to disrupt that quiet. Members
experienced the music from all directions. The percussionists were placed close to the sculpture
and up on the side hills. We were in the music. It pushed us to reach and understand a new

Scholarships/Donations/Outreach
The Arts Committee supports the arts in a variety of ways. We encourage children and youth participation
in venues of visual arts, music, and theatre arts with financial support. For visual art, we donate
scholarships for young people to attend the Yellowstone Art Museum’s summer art camp, and in the
theatre venue we provide scholarships for theater arts summer camps for Billings Studio Theatre and
NOVA, which also includes choral studies. Music and theater outreach provide youngsters to practice
audience skills and enjoy performances at the same time. Billings Symphony Orchestra’s Explore Music and
Alberta Bair’s theater bring school children from a regional area to experience these. We cover costs for
some of these shows.
Non-Profit/GFWC MT/Fundraiser and Baskets
Our committee contributes to nonprofits and GFWC meetings. We matted and framed a large art print as a
donation fundraiser. We assembled two baskets for auction. One for a family of a seriously ill child and
another for GFWC of Montana convention, and we donated 2 baskets to the Festival of Trees.
Souper Bowl/Domestic Violence Awareness Fundraiser
We support Angela’s Piazza Souper Bowl which is held annually the Friday before the big Super Bowl
Football Championship. This is their largest fund-raising event of the year. This women’s drop-in center
assists victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse. Local restaurants donate varieties of soups and
Montana artisans donate their pottery for the event. Club members dine as a group to enjoy lunch together
and to select a piece of pottery to take home.
Encouraging Members Through Art
Our club encourages members to participate hands-on art or supporting the arts through attendance at
performances.
• We enjoyed learning how to used alcohol inks to paint tiles used for coasters and continued this
after the club meeting to create coasters for the regional convention coming this summer.
• Members also visited Coffee and Canvas and were guided in completing a painting of their choice to
take home.
• Members enjoyed Symphony in the Park, Shakespeare in the Park, and a performance by the Billings
Symphony Chorale. These were a free performance or gratuities.
Speakers
We sponsored two speakers at club meetings this year. From Billings Studio Theatre our guest was A. J.
Kalanack. The other was Chad Hookers who has a Canine Companion. He was invited because GFWC
International supports this mission and Chad was instrumental in letting club members see this in action.
working sheep and cattle ranch. Tippet Rise hosts classical chamber music and recitals and exhibits
large-scale, outdoor sculptures. Tippet Rise celebrated the concept that art, music, architecture, and nature
are inextricably linked in the human experience each making the others more powerful. The Art Center
features musical performance spaces indoors and out, with programs that seek to create memorable
experiences for performers and audience members alike. *Paraphrased from Tippet Rise web site.

